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HISTORY OF MEMORIAL CHURCH. 


I, Timothy iv, 12, Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an 
example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in 
faith, in purity, 

What the age of Timothy was, when these words were 
written, we do not know. He may have been really young, or 
relatively young—young, compared with the old soldier of the 
cross who wrote this letter ; young, compared with the fathers to 
whom he addressed himself, and with whom he associated; or 
young, when we consider the weight of responsibility that rested 
upon him—the care of the church—the “labor and reproach” of 
a Christian bishop. Be that as it may, Paul found occasion to 
remind Timothy of his present duty, and encourage him for his 
past faithfulness. He also found it nescessary to bespeak for 
Timothy, in writing to the church, a proper reception. In his 
first letter to the Corinthians, among those charming postscripts 
in which Paul sends personal messages, we find these words 
concerning Timothy: “ Now, if Timotheus come, see that he may 
be with you without fear; for he worketh the work of the Lord 
as Ialso do. Let no man therefore despise him.” From which 
we gather Timothy was of such a mild, retiring nature, so 
sensitive, so utterly lacking in self-assertion, that his authority 
as a teacher of the truth needed the emphasis again and again 
of an apostolic endorsement. Paul wrote these words for a two- 
fold purpose, I think: to approve Timothy’s past course, and 
spur him on to future activity. ‘‘ Let no man despise thy youth,” 
for it is rather deserving of commendation and imitation. ‘ Let 
no man despise thy youth;” so conduct thyself as to merit the 
approval of thy race. Let thine aim be an high one—live for a 
noble purpose ; aye, be ‘an example of the believers, in word, in 
conduct, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” 

While these words are addressed to a person, they may not 
inappropriately be addressed to a church; let us this morning 
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regard them as spoken to this church, “ Let no man despise thy 
youth.” And while the words come as a stimulus to future 
activity, let us see whether the past history is of such a character 
that it should be despised or commended. For while each 
church is not to think of itself more highly than it ought to 
think, it is permitted to think soberly (that is, I take it, truth- 
fully,) according as God hath dealt to it the measure of faith, 
There are lessons to be learned from the beginnings, as well as 
the after stages of history; indeed, the later stages can be inter- 
preted only by a knowledge of the beginning, 


“The child is father of the man.” 


‘“‘ Childhood shows the man 
As morning shows the day,” 


The influences known to have moulded childhood and youth 
are the explanation of maturer life, 

Memorial Church is the offspring of Providence, in its 
highest and deepest sense. It was the hand of God that placed 


it here. 
“Midnight darkness often bears within 


Its baffling blackness germs of Heaven's light,”’ 


The light which shines to-day from this hill (for “Ye are 
the light of the world,” said Jesus); this light was woven out 
of intensest darkness, not because the purpose originated in 
human minds, but because God said “ Let there be light?" 


“It is His way, and so it must be right ; 
Although at every step some foot that bleeds 
Leaves print of anguish, still our Father leads 

Through darkness unto light.” 


If the truth is here uttered by human lips, it is because 
sorrow has touched human hearts, but sorrow is the messenger 
of God, If there be on this spot to-day a living, growing, active 
church, it is because death entered a Christian home: but “ He 
taketh away our breath, we turn to our duét.” God's provi- 
dential hand—that ofttimes seemingly unloving, that almost 
always mysterious, that ever irresistible hand of God—crushed 
two hearts, while the same hand out of those stricken hearts 
erected Memorial Church. 
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On Saturday, January 14th, 1871, Frank Cleveland, aged 2 
years and 8 months; on Monday, January 16th, Mary Catlin, 
aged 8 years and 6 months; and on Thursday, February oth, 
Lynde Henderson, aged 6 years and 10 months, only children of 
Calvin and Fanny D. L. Wadhams, victims of scarlet fever, fell 
asleep on earth to wake in Heaven. In less than one month were 
these parents thus sorely bereaved, and left childless. Tell us 
what that means, ye who have sat in the sunlight of children’s 
presence! Tell us what that means, ye who have been cheered 
by the music of children’s laughter! Tell us what that means, ye 
who have sat under the shadow of a death invaded home; 
whose eyes have rested on vacant chairs and desolate hearth- 
stones ; whose ears have listened and heard only the echo of 
children’s voices, for ye only can tell what it means. But born 
of this sorrow was the desire to perpetuate the memory of these 
children; not that the parents feared they might ever forget them— 
their loss is ever present. Three green mounds in yonder 
cemetery are the silent, yet constant reminders of that loss. Nor 
can the longest life dull the memory of our loved ones gone 
before. Moreand more eagerly, as time passes with leaden tread, 
do we take our footsteps toward that ‘‘ City that hath founda- 
tions ’—the “ building of God—eternal in the Heavens.” 


“There shall we meet, parent and child, and dearer 
That earthly love which makes half heaven of home: 
There shall we find our treasures all awaiting, 
Where change, and death, and parting never come.” 


Born of this sorrow, we say, was the desire to perpetuate 
the memory of these children, by making immortal their influ- 
ence for good, ‘This desire very soon found expression in a 
tangible form, ‘The intention at first was to build, as a “memo- 
rial,” a chapel for the use of a mission school; but this idea grew 
and developed until it became this magnificent temple in which 
we worship to-day. The work was begun on Tuesday, May 2tst, 
1872, and on Saturday, July 20th, of the same year, the tenth 
anniversary of Mary Catlin Wadhams’ birthday, at the close of 
a quiet, lovely afternoon, the corner stone was laid with appro- 
priate services, Rev. E. H. Snowden offering the invocation, Rev. 
C.J, Collins, of Wilkes-Barre, reading Scripture, Rev, F. B, 
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Hodge, of Wilkes-Barre, offering prayer, Rev. W, C. Roberts, 
D. D., of Elizabeth, N. J., delivering the address, and Bishop 
Stevens, of the P, E. Church, pronouncing the benediction. The 
motives actuating Mr. and Mrs. Wadhams in erecting this church 
are very clearly expressed in a paper written by Mr, Wadhams, 
and read by Andrew Hunlock, Esq., on the occasion of the 
laying of the corner stone. “These children were not permitted to 
live long enough to exert much influence for good in the world, 
We therefore desire to enlarge that influence by erecting this 
edifice for the worship of God. We feel that as our children can 
no more speak for Jesus here, they may have a representative to 
do it for them, and as they cannot go about doing good, the 
money that would have been theirs may be profitably spent in 
getting others to go about doing good for them.” While Waiting 
for the completion of the church edifice, the necessary steps were 
taken to secure the organization of a church. The need of 
another Presbyterian Church in this city was apparent, The 
large, prosperous First Presbyterian Church of Wilkes-Barre 
was more than filled. A fact which, any where found to exist, 
ought, in general, to be the ‘signal either for enlargement or a 
new church organization. On the minutes of Lackawanna 
Presbytery of April 17th, 1873, I find the following record: 


“The undersigned petition that a committee be appointed, 
with power to organize a church in the city of Wilkes-Barre, to 
be known as Memorial Church,” 

Respectfully, 
(Signed, ) CALVIN WaADHAMS, 
Fannie D, L. Wapuams. 


This request was granted, and a committee consisting of 
Revs. F. B. Hodge, S. C. Logan, D. D., C. S. Dunning, D. D., 
and Elder Andrew T, McClintock wees appointed, On Tuesday 
evening, February 24th, 1874, the proper notices having been 
given, the committee met in Memorial Church, before its 
completion, a large congregation being present, for the purpose 
of carrying out the wishes of the petitioners and the will of the 
Presbytery. After appropriate services—participated in by Revs. 
T, P. Hunt, F. B. Hodge, N. G. Parke, S. C. Logan, D. D,, and 
E. H. Snowden, including a sermon by Rev. C, S. Dunning, 
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D. D., of Honesdale, Pa., from Matt. xxiv, 35, “Heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but My word shall not pass away ;” and 
Matt. xiii, 31, “ The Kingdom of Heaven is like to a grain of 
mustard seed’”—the following persons presented letters of dis- 
mission from other churches: 


CALVIN WADHAMS. 


FANNY D. L. WADHAMS. 


JoHn W. LYNDE. 


STELLA M. SHOEMAKER. 


R, C. SHOEMAKER, 
FRED. M. SHOEMAKER, 
Cyas. P. Hunt. 

Anna M. Hunr. 

P. M. BARBER. 

MArY B. BARBER. 
Susan C. Hunt. 

J. A. Rripparp. 


CATHERINE P. RIPPARD. 


GEO. S. RIPPARD. 
MARY I. W. RIPPARD. 
JENNIE RIPPARD. 
CHRISTIAN SLEPPY. 


MALINDA A. METZGER. 
ANN M. HUNT. 

JOHN RODERICK, 
MARGARET RODERICK. 
ELEANOR GRIFFITH. 
NETTIE McNEISH, 
JOSEPH BROWN. 

ANN BROWN. 
ELIZABETH S, SPENCE. 
ELIZABETH S, HARROWER. 
ANNA M. DORAN 
ELIZABETH DORAN. 
FRANCES L. DORAN. 
GERTRUDE BLACKMAN. 
ALBERT BARNES. 
SARAH BARNES, 

Gro. H. LAKE. 


Jutiet H. METZGER. 
From the First Presbyterian Church, of Wilkes-Barre, 


Harrie LAKE, First Presbyterian Church, Scranton, Pa, 

ANNA M. WELLS, Congregational Church, Glastonbury, Conn. 

ELviraA B. HATHAWAY, Presbyterian Church, Tioga, Pa. 

©. F. HARVEY, Brainerd Presbyterian Church, Easton, Pa. 

SILAS B. HATHAWAY and SOPHIA J. Harvey, after examination, were 
received on profession of their faith in Christ. 


These, all publicly pledging to work together in the love of 
the gospel, seeking the “unity of the spirit in the bonds of 
peace," after prayer by the chairman, Rev. F. B. Hodge, and the 
election of elders, (J. A. Rippard and George S. Rippard being 
chosen, the latter being ordained and installed, the former installed, 
as he had been ordained an elder in the First Presbyterian Church 
of this city, October 1st, 1865,) the church in the name of the 
Holy Trinity, was declared duly organized and constituted. 
Immediately after the organization, a meeting. of the church 
was held, Rev. F. B. Hodge acting as moderator, for the purpose 
of calling a pastor, resulting in the choice of myself Calvin 
Wadhams, Esq., and R. C. Shoemaker, Esq., were appointed 
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commissioners to prosecute the call before Presbytery, and the 
meeting adjourned after the benediction had been pronounced by 
Rev. N. G. Parke. Since January 18th, 1874, services had recu- 
larly been held Sabbath evenings, in the chapel, and after the 
organization of the church, until the dedication of this edifice, 
Services were held morning and evening in the chapel. The 
church at last being completed was pulicly dedicated to the 
worship of Almighty God, on Wednesday, April 8th, 1874, the 
tenth anniversary of the birthday of Lynde Henderson Wadhams, 
The services throughout were of absorbing interest, The seating 
capacity of the church was taxed to its utmost. The very able 
sermon on this occasion was preached by Rey. Joseph T. Duryea, 
D. D., recently of Brooklyn, now pastor of the Central Congre- 
gational Church of Boston, Mass., from Luke xvi. 9, “And I 
say unto you, make to yourselves friends of the mammon of 
unrighteousness, that when ye fail they may receive you into 
everlasting habitations.’ The prayer of dedication was offered 
by Rev. W. C. Roberts, D. D., of Elizabeth, N, J., Revs, T, P. 
Hunt, E. H. Snowden, F. B. Hodge, and the pastor elect also 
participating in the services. Mr. Wadhams formally presented 
the church to the Board of Trustees (Andrew Hunlock, Esq,, 
R. C, Shoemaker, Esq., Chas. P, Hunt, Esq., Geo. R. Bedford, 
Esq,, and Chas, E, Rice, Esq., constituting that board), the same 
being accepted for the trustees and congregation by R. C, Shoe- 
maker, Esq. The church is given to the congregation by Mr. 
and Mrs. Wadhams upon six simple conditions : 

ist. That the same shall be kept and maintained as a place 
for the worship of Almighty God, agreeably to the principles of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, in its 
doctrines, ministry, forms and usages, 

2d. That the same shall be used only for religious purposes, 
and shall not be used for any secular purpose whatever. 

3d. That said Memorial Church shall keep and maintain the 
buildings and premises in thorough order and repair, 

4th, That the buildings and furniture be kept reasonably 
insured. 

5th. That every tenth pew in the church edifice shall remain 
forever free, and shall not be liable to any charge or assessment 
for any purpose whatever. 
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6th. That the said Memorial Church, in case of the death 
or inability of the said grantor, shall keep in thorough order the 
lot in Hollenback Cemetery in which lie buried the said three 
children of Calvin Wadhams and Fanny D, L. Wadhams, his 
wife. 

To attempt a description of this beautiful church is needless— 
I had almost said hopeless ; it is enough to say that it is probably 
the handsomest and most convenient of any church in Northern 
Pennsylvania—a munificent gift, surely. The least, it seems to 
‘me, we can do, is faithfully to keep the six conditions, upon 
whose observance the church remains ours. 


After the benediction these services were brought to a close. 
In the evening of thesame day a children’s service was held, the 
church again being filled, and addresses were delivered by Drs. 
Duryea and Roberts. Each year since, on the anniversary of the 
dedication of the church, a children’s meeting has been held. 


On Thursday, May 7th, five years ago next Wednesday 
evening, on the 6th birthday of Frank Cleveland Wadhamas, the 
church was again called together to participate in the services 
attendant upon the ordination and installation of its pastor-elect. 
The sermon on this occasion was preached by Rev. Charles 5. 
Robinson, D. D., pastor of the Memorial Presbyterian Church of 
New York city, from Numbers xiv. 28, “Say unto them, as truly 
as I live, saith the Lord, as ye have spoken in mine ears, so will 
I doto you.” The constitutional questions were propounded, 
and the ordaining prayer offered by Rey, S. F. Colt, of Laporte, 
Pa., Moderator of Presbytery. 


The charge to the pastor was given by Rev. W, P, White, 
of Plymouth, Pa.; the charge to the people by Rev, F. B. Hodge, 
The pastor promised to be zealous and faithful in maintaining 
the truths of the Gospel, and the purity and peace of the church, 
whatever persecution or opposition might arise on that account ; 
promised to be faithful and diligent in the discharge of personal 
and relative duties, as God should give him strength. The 
church promised to receive the Word of Truth from his lips 
with meekness and love; to submit to him in the due exercise of 
discipline; to encourage him in his arduous labors ; to assist his 
endeavors for their instruction and spiritual edification, and to 
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continue to him that competent worldly maintenance they had 
promised, and whatever else they might see needful for the honor 
of religion and his comfort among them, | 

These were solemn obligations we took upon us, friends ; 
whether we have been faithful to our vows or not, God knows, 
The record of the past is written, and by and by we shall read it, 

The services concluded with the benediction by the pastor 
The church is now fully equipped for its work; its membership, 
as it hoists the anchor for its five years’ cruise, is forty-one, 
What has been accomplished? Up to the date, May 7th, 1874, 
we need not despise our youth, for God himself thus far has led 
us. As we run over the time between May 7th, 1874, and May 
7th, 1879, can we truthfully say, ‘“ What hath God wrought!” 
* Ebenezer, hitherto hath the Lord helped us”? Let us glance 
at the past under different aspects of church work and experience. 


First—Zhe work of the Sabbath Schoal. 


It first deserves notice, since its history antedates the history 
of the church, On the first Sabbath of November, 1870, Messrs, 
J. A. Rippard and Calvin Wadhams organized a Sabbath School 
in the upper room of a beer-house on the northwest corner of 
Washington and Jackson streets. At the first meeting there 
were present, including teachers and scholars, thirteen souls, In 
this room the number increased to seventy-five, and of this school 
W.S. Parsons, Esq., ina review of the Sabbath Schools of the 
First Presbyterian Church of this city, read in July, 1876. says: 
“ A more faithful and earnest corps of teachers was never found 
than those laboring in that old dance-house.”” In April, 1871, the 
school was obliged to change its location, and occupy a store- 
room in Hillard’s block, Nurth Main street, the second room 
from the canal; the school increasing to one hundred, remained 
in this room until March, 1872, when it was closed on account of 
the small-pox among those attending ‘it, The following June, 
however, it was reopened, with an attendance of twenty-three, in 
the old building that stood near the site of this church, and which 
now stands on North Franklin street, near North; there they 
remained until the Spring of 1873, when, obliged to seek other 
quarters, they took refuge in this unfinished building. The first 
time I met the Sabbath School, was July 6th, 1873, and I shall 
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never forget the impression made upon my mind that day, Here 
among shavings and boards, and scaffolding and uncovered stone, 
in the southwest corner of the church, J found a live Sabbath 
School, with live men and women in charge of it, Nothing I 
saw in my first visit to Wilkes-Barre touched me so tenderly, or 
rises so vividly before me, as this struggle, in the face of discour- 
agement, to hold up the Cross before these children, and it ts 
pleasant to me now, to recall the fact, that my first public utter- 
ance in this city was to the children in this, then dimly-lighted, 
weird, but strangely fascinating spot. Here the school convened 
for four months, and on the first Sabbath of September, 1573, 
took possession ‘of the chapel in the rear of this church. Mr. 
Wadhams remained Superintendent of this school until May 1st, 
1878, when he resigned, and Samuel Roberts, Esq., was chosen 
as his successor. And here let me say, that the work of Mr. 
Wadhams, as a recruiting officer in bringing in children, and as a 
leader in rousing enthusiasm among his teachers, can hardly be 
over-estimated, when we consider the bearing of influence on the 
Sabbath School. It is work that will stand, though tried by fire, 
for it was temple building, and the materials used were not “ wood, 
hay, and stubble,” but “ gold, silver, and precious stones,” The 
work has continued to prosper under the organizing, systema- 
tizing and polishing hand of Mr. Roberts. Five years ago we 
numbered on the roll, in our first report to the Presbytery, three 
hundred and three; we had one hundred and fifty-six white 
children, and one hufdred and nineteen colored children in 
attendance. The colored element has almost entirely disappeared, 
not through any intention on our part, but in obedience, I suspect, 
to that law, “the survival of the fittest,” for on our roll to-day we 
find the names of three hundred and five officers, teachers and 
scholars, while only sixteen of the latter are colored. Our Sab- 
bath School room is one of the pleasantest to be found anywhere, 
but already we hear the complaint, “ Behold, now the place where 
we dwell is too strait for us,” and trust very soon to hear the 
general cry, “Let us arise and build, let us make us a place 
there where we may dwell.’ Our past history as a Sabbath 
School is of such a character that it may not be despised; the 
school is our treasure, our pride, our joy. 
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Seconp—lhe work of the ladies, 


The sphere of woman in the Christian Church isa large and 
enlarging one ; the two great boards of the church (the Foreign 
and Home Missionary Boards) recognize this fact, and regard the 
“work of woman for woman” as one of the most powerful and 
effective instruments for good. This church has always been in 
sympathy with this conviction, and accordingly, on the second 
Sabbath after the installation of the pastor, at the request of the 
session, the ladies were invited to meet together to consult with 
reference to the needs of the world, and our duty toward that 
world. Onthe 2oth of May, 1874, eighteen ladies being present, 
an auxiliary society, in connection with the Woman's Board of 
Foreign Missions, was organized, with Mrs. Stella M. Shoemaker, 
of sainted memory, as its President. This society is still in exist- 
ence, and its five years of work speaks for itself The total receipts 
have been $1,157.65. Of this amount $112.33 were given from 
funds raised by the old “Rippard and Wadhams” Sunday 
School, and deposited in the bank, when this school became 
Memorial Church Sabbath School, and $144.00 were given in 
the name of Mary Lynde and Prank Wadhams for the support 
of a child in India, leaving $901.32 as the sum raised by the 
ladies, in five years, for Foreign Missions. Who will measure 
for us the good thus accomplished? Who will follow for us the 
seed sown in benighted hearts? Who will describe to us the 
ripening harvest, and the coming by and by with rejoicing, bring- 
ing the sheaves? Kemember this money represents the aggre- 
gate of “ mites” contributed for this object, and learn the value 
and importance of “‘littles.’ Let no man despise the youth of 
this Ladies’ Society ; and let it thank God and take courage. 

One week after the organization of this society, the ladies 
again met, eighteen being present; and on May 27th, 1874, a 
Home Missionary Society was organized, with Mrs, J. A. Rippard 
as its President, and without any definite object in view. It has 
superintended the sending of boxes of clothing to Home Mission- 
aries out on the frontier; has contributed to the suffering and 
starving in Kansas; has done missionary work here in our city ; 
has ministered to the comfort of the patients in our hospital ; has 
had charge of church sociables; has organized and supported a 
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sewing society, and raised for distinctively missionary objects 
about $1,000. The duties of this society having become some- 
what complicated, we propose this week a re-organization. Does 
not the Master, as he looks upon this work of the ladies of this 
church for the past five years, approve of it? And ought not 
the success of the past to stimulate us to still greater effort and 
efficiency in the future? “Be not weary in well-doing, for in 
due season ye shall reap, if ye faint not.” 


Turrp—Our congregational singing. 


I regard this branch of our worship as deserving of special 
mention. So far as I am aware, no church in the city or neigh- 
borhood had made trial of congregational singing prior to the 
attempt made in this church; it was an experiment with the odds 
in favor of failure. The custom had been to delegate this part of 
the worship to volunteer or paid choirs, and there the responsi- 
bility ended, If the singing were good, the choir was commended ; 
if the singing were poor, the choir was blamed; the congregation 
ordinarily took little or novinterest in it; it seldom has risen 
above the realm of “taste,” and I am afraid there has oftentimes 
been little idea of worship associated with it, either on the part 
of the congregation, or the “ professional singers.” This subject 
is being vigorously discussed both in the religious and secular 
press. The general desire, as was freely expressed at the very 
beginning of our church history, was to make trial of congrega- 
tional singing, believing that the Psalmist included us when he 
said, ‘ Let the people praise Thee,O God; let all the people 
praise Thee.” The experiment has been faithfully tried, and the 
success most satisfactory, so satisfactory, indeed, that I believe it 
would be almost the unanimous vote to-day, that we continue as 
we have done for five years past. The success of this plan has 
been owing to several causes: 

ist. The fact that each seat is supplied with three Presby- 
terian Hymnals—the music is always within reach, 

ad. The efficient leadership of our precentor, Mr. George 
S. Rippard, who has ever been ready in Sabbath school and 
church to rehearse with, and drill us; how much we depend 
upon him is always apparent when he is away from his post, 
which is indeed seldom. 
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3d, Organists who realize that they are the servants of the 
congregation, and that their mission is to help lead the singing, 

4th. The position when singing—all the cougregation stand- 
ing during this part of the service. 

5th. Making the singing an act of worship. 

6th. All singing, and all loving to sing. After all, this 
is the secret of success. Congregational singing is singing by 
the congregation, and when all'sing, there can be no failure. 
Let no man despise our youth in this respect, but while allowing 
the largest liberty in our judgment of the practices of sister 
churches, convinced that this method is the best, let us go on 
unto perfection, 


Fourtu—The benevolence of the church, 


The declaration of the Master was, “ It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.” The command of the Master was, “ Free- 
ly ye have received, freely give,” The promise of the Master 
was, “Give, and it shall be given to you.” As soon as the 
church was organized we began, on the first Sabbath of each 
month, to take up collections for the different benevolent objects 
of the church, and have continued it without failure to this day. 
My report covers only the ground presented by the eight 
“causes” of the church, For Freedmen we have siven $86.59. 
For sustentation, $121.41. Church Erection, $124.10, Relief 
Fund, $141.48. Publication, $169. Education, $214. Foreign 
Missions, $1,697.99, Home Missions, $1,905.82. Total amount 
for the benevolent work of the church, from the time of our or- 
ganization till to-day, $4,460.39. We have given more than one- 
tenth of our income to the Lord; we have given one-sixth. 

We certainly will not be so unwise as invidiously to com- 
pare ourselves with others, only we think you should know, if 
you are ever tempted to disparage the work that has been done, 
that on the roll of this Presbytery, now numbering eighty-one 
churches (reviewing the record for four years—as the report of 
the last year will not be published till August), our church, if I 
have correctly examined the minutes, in benevolent work stands 
sixth on the list; fifth on the list in.contributions to Home Mis- 
sions; sixth on the list in contributions to Foreign Missions ; 
two years of the four we stood third in amount given to Home 
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Missions, and two years fifth in amount given to Foreign Mis- 
sions. ‘ Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name 
give glory.” We need not be ashamed of our youth when we 
consider what God hath enabled us to do in this regard, and 
what he has given us the disposition to do. We would never 
forget that we give Him but His own, since “the silver and the 
gold” are His. 


Firru— Zhe finances of the bik 


Memorial Church was organized shortly after the financial 
crash of 1873. The times, as you are well aware, from that day 
down almost to the present, have witnessed an increasing strin- 
gency in money matters. The church has had to, encounter 
these adverse influences. It has been difficult sailing in the teeth 
of the wind, We have been compelled again and again to “tack.” 
The ship has again and again been lightened of her burden, 
Hardly aman in the church who has not greatly suffered by 
the business depression that has settled like a cloud upon this 
valley. Indeed, it has seemed sometimes as if most of the blows 
had fallen upon us, and yet we are probably in the best financial 
condition of any church in the city, and will present a cheering re- 
port at our annual meeting to-morrow night, While the pastor 
has often been Sheduvenienced by delay, he wishes to put it 
upon record that he has never lost a single dollar of his salary, 
and that the first five years of our church life discloses the fact 
that we have raised for all objects, church expenses and benevo- 
lence, the large sum of $24,500.37, and are to-day entirely out 
of debt. While we remember gratefully the self-denial of many 
in this congregation who have given and given till they have felt 
it, recognizing the truth that the treasure should be laid up in 
Heaven, and not upon earth, it.seems to me special mention 
should be made of the kindness and generosity of two of our 
friends, who have again and again shown their interest substan- 
tially when we were almost on the rocks. Surely, so far as we 
can see, they were brought into relation with the Kingdom, for 
just such times as we have passed through. .The Lord reward 
them according to their deeds! When we recall, friends, our 
financial ability in the past; when we remember that we have 
never been a strong church; when we remember that we have all 
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been young and inexperienced together, and then count the dol- 
lars we have been able, by the grace of God, to raise, | am bound 
by a love of truth and fairness to record: “Let no man despise 
thy youth;” and also to say: We need have no fear for the 
future if each and all, as God gives us ability, together bear 
the burdens that may be laid upon us. 


SIXTH—Growth of the church. 


Five years ago we numbered forty-one—a mere handful to 
assume such responsibilities as were imposed; but God has 
blessed us in our endeavors to do and endure His will. From 
that Sabbath evening, on the 18th of January, 1874, when 
we held our first Sabbath service in the chapel, down to this 
day, the congregation meeting in this place for worship has 
been of such numbers and character as to inspire any minister of 
God with courage. The general impression is, that for the 
present, this church edifice is not in the most convenient location. 
I have no doubt the future of the city will justify the judgment, 
and demonstrate the wisdom of selecting this site. But with its 
disadvantages (and there are such), we have never been without 
good congregations. Especially it is gratifying to know that 
this has proved a “House of Prayer for All People.” That 
Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Romanists, rich and poor, 
young and old, have alike found this place open to them, and 
alike been made welcome, The practical solution of the question, 
how shall we support the church, and at the same time secure 
the attendance of the non-church going—the masses—is right 
here, I believe. Rent your pews, and then open your doors wide, 
and say, ‘Whosoever will Jet him come,” and then /e¢ them 
come, and by your kindly welcome make them feel at home 
among you. There never has been what is commonly called a 
revival of religion in this church, and yet never has the Holy 
Spirit of God left us. Prayer meetings have been well sustained; 
bible classes have been full of interest; counsellors and helpers of 
the pastor have always been found, The session of the church 
has been strengthened by the election of additional elders: Lewis 
H. Litts, installed June 8th, 1876, he having previously been 
ordained, at Newton Presbyterian Church, Pa., in 1851, and 
Samuel Roberts, ordained and installed June 8th, 1876. Two 
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deacons, Charles Pearce and Dr. O. F. Harvey, were ordained 
June rst of the same year, The session still feels the loss of 
Mr. Litts, who has removed to Kansas, and yet records with joy 
its gratitude to God, that in all action it has been called upon 
to take, the utmost unanimity has characterized it. It is also a 
- cause of thankfulness that not one single communion season has 
passed without one or more uniting with the church, and but one 
communion season when there have not been one or more 
publicly to profess their faith in Christ. We have received in 
the past five years, in addition to the forty-one who were organ- 
ized into a church, one hundred and thirteen souls; fifty-three 
by letter from other churches, and sixty on profession of faith, 
Our membership to-day is one hundred and thirty, Our number 
has more than trebled in five years, although we have lost by 
death and removal more than half of our original number. The 
pastor has baptised seventy-three persons—twenty-two adults, 
and fifty-one infants. God bless the children of the covenant—the 
lambs of the flock! Has attended fifty-four funerals, and solemn- 
ized forty-one marriages. But of his personal work, he prefers 
not to speak, Whether he has been faithful or unfaithful, you 
know, and God knows. What has been done is committed to 
Him. What has been left undone may the blood of Jesus atone 
for, and the mercy of God forgive ! 


SEVENTH—Ouwr sainted dead. 


“When musing 0M Companions fone 
We doubly feel ourselves alone.” 

Our history is a brief one, but of sad interest to some of us— 
to many of us. This church is a memorial of the dead, and in 
the past five years we have often been called to the grave; often 
listened to the fall of the earth upon the coffin. Fathers and 
mothers, parents and children, husbands and wives, brothers and 
sisters, companions and friends, have here bidden farewell, part 
to cross the river, others to sit upon the shores of the unknown 
sea, and listen to’ the funeral march played by the waves at their 
feet. The aged who sat with us only a few menths, and whose 
setting sun still illumines this “ Gate of Heaven,” have passed to 
their reward, The stalwart, and strong, and brave here have met 
the pale messenger, and the “silver chord has been loosed,” 
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The young, full of hope, full of life, full of promise, lay down 
here to rest—slept—wake not again. 

The children— Living jewels dropped unstained from 
heaven”—before they became contaminated were re-taken, and 
are now in the arms of Jesus, Nine times has that invisible hand 
knocked at the door of church membership, and the “ golden 
bowl been broken,” Nine times have we been called upon to 
mourn, and yet “ not as others which have no hope.” The roll of 
our “ white robed,” the “ victors,” is a bright one; their memory 
IS a sacred legacy. 

Juliet Metzger Bowden, the truest of the true, claimed as 
the bride of death, ere a twelve-month had rolled ‘round since 
she became a bride on earth. 

John W. Lynde, who passed ‘two childhoods, and was rocked 
asleep in the cradle of God’s love. 

Lillie Morgan, only eighteen years of age, who wanted to 
spend the summer of life on earth, but for whom God had pre- 
pared better things—an eternal spring-time, 

Ann M. Hunt, who did not wait to say “good bye,” but 
alone, yet not alone, passed over the river, 

stella Shoemaker, “as a shock of corn fully ripe,” aged, 
yet young; in whom Christ was formed—the « hope of glory ;" 
Whose presence was a benediction; whose smile and word of 
cheer were rest and courage to God's weary ones, 

Ella Ketcham, a mortal flower, transplanted, now immortal, 

Priestly R. Johnson, patient through suffering, kind and 
considerate to the last; a loss to family—the most indulgent of 
fathers ; a loss to community—an upright citizen; a loss to the 
church—his faith that of a child. 

Sarah A, Crawford, weak in body, strong in mind and soul, 
thoughtful, earnest, brave, the cross her hope, the coronet her 
portion. 

Frances L, Jenkins, poor in this world's goods, but rich in 
faith, heir of the inheritance that fadeth not away, 

Our sainted dead! we miss them. 

“Gone home! gone home! the door thro’ which they vanished 
Closed with a jar, and left us here alone. 


We stand without in tears, forlorn and banished, 
Longing to follow where our loved have gone,” 
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And not long shall we wait, friends; the circle narrows on 
earth and widens in heaven, 


The eye that shuts in a dying hour 
Will open the next in bliss. 

The welcome will sound in the heavenly world, 
Ere the farewell is hushed in this.” 


‘We pass from the clasp of mourning friends 
To the arms of the loved and lost, 

And those smiling faces will greet us there 
Which on earth we have valued most.” 


Tread softly! it may be their spirits have flown from the 
realms of light, and to-day hover near us. 

This is the written history of the past. There is an unwritten 
history—the history of human hearts, thoughts, feelings, purposes, 
hidden from mortal gaze—known only to God, There is an 
unwritten history of personal influence—the history of burdens 
cheerfully lifted, and of struggles alone, of kind words and of 
unkind words, cups of cold water given and refused—the 
unwritten history which makes up the warp and woof of char- 
acter. The written history may not be despised. What of the 
unwritten history? What of the history we go forth from this 
day to make, written and unwritten? Do not Paul’s words come 
home to us to-day with all the power of their first meaning? 
We want our future life as a church to be above reproach; we 
want our personal influences to be Christ-like. Let us take heed 
how we live. Let us,by the help of God, make our church life an 
“example of the believers;” in “Word"—let us be careful of the 
word—there 1s life and death in it; in “Conduct ”’—let us be careful 
of the conduct—it is the teacher; in “ Charity,”—oh, for the bap- 
tism of love—the atmosphere of heavyen—" the greatest of these— 
the greatest of these is charity.” Faith shall be lost in sight, hope 
in “glad fruition,’ but love shall be eternal as God is eternal; in 
“Spirit”"—relying for success upon that Spirit who alone can give 
success; in “Faith’”—there will be no steps backward, no waver- 
ing, if faith burns brightly. Courage, endurance; patience, victory, 
are the attendants of faith ; and last, in “ Purity ”’—‘ He that hath 
this hope in him, purifieth himself even as he is pure.” “ Blessed 
are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” What a life to 
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live is the Christian life! What a glorious ideal toward which to 
strive ! 

So may we live, day by day, hour by hour. And in the 
good mercy of God may all whose names are found on the roll 
of that battalion, camping to-day on this dusty battle field; all 
who are known as members of this Church Militant, have their 
names recorded in the roll-book of the Church Triumphant, and 
when the last order comes to strike tent for the homeward 
march, may we each pass up to receive the reward of faithful 
service—the “ well done,’ and the crown. 
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